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Wednesday - Ereb Pesah 

One may not eat matzah on Ereb Pesah. 

Firstborns should partake of a siyum in order to be allowed to eat on Ereb Pesah. (Many 

rabbis allow this to be done remotely.) 

Stop eating hametz by - 10:08 

Destroy all hametz by - 11:23 

Note: Many rabbis advise against burning the hametz this year, as it can cause a breach in social distancing. 

Hametz may be destroyed in any other manner, including by dousing it with bleach or ammonia, or by 

flushing it down a drain. One recites the "כל חמירא" afterwards, just as is done after burning. 

Hatzot – 12:57 

Do not eat egg matzah after - 4:24 

One must make an Erub Tabshillin in order to allow cooking on Friday for the Shabbat 

meals.  

 

First Day of Pesah 

Wednesday Night  

 

Candle lighting - 7:10 PM 
Recite the beracha of candle lighting for Yom Tob.  

Minha should be recited before sunset - 7:28  

Arbit: Prior to Arbit, recite the Mizmor for Pesah (Tehillim 107) / Recite the Amidah of 

Shalosh Regalim (Insert "...חג המצות הזה"  where indicated in the siddur) / After Amidah, recite the 

complete Hallel (with a beracha)    

 

▪ ▪ ▪ 

  



The Seder 

Kiddush should not begin before nightfall - 8:08  

Note: Some authorities hold that one may begin 25 minutes after sunset – 7:53 

 

Kiddush is recited over the first cup of wine. The matzot are covered. All stand and hold 
their cups of wine in the right hand as the leader recites Kiddush on their behalf. The 
blessing of "שהחינו" is recited at the end of Kiddush, as indicated in Haggadot. 
After Kiddush, all present sit and drink a rebi’it (3 ounces) of wine, or at least the majority 

of a rebi’it (1.6 ounces), while reclining toward left. 

  

Wash hands as one does for bread, without reciting a blessing. After washing, it is proper 

not to speak until after eating the Karpas. 

  

All participants dip a piece of celery into saltwater, and the blessing of "האדמה" is recited. 

Each individual should eat less than a kazayit (1 ounce) of celery. One need not recline 

while doing so. 

  

The leader now takes the middle matzah and breaks it in two. It is customary to break the 

larger piece into the shape of the letter 'ו', and the smaller piece into the shape of the letter 

 .'ד'

The larger piece is placed in a cloth, and the smaller piece is returned to its place on the 

Seder plate between the other two matzot.  

 .is recited at this point "משארותם..."

  

The second cup of wine is poured, and the story of Yetziyat Mitzrayim is read.  

The biblical obligation to relate the story of Yetzi’at Mitzrayim is fulfilled by reciting the 

Maggid portion of the Haggadah. However, as the Haggadah itself states, anyone who 

expounds upon the story of the Exodus is praised. Therefore, one should discuss and 

expound upon the words of the Haggadah, the events of the Exodus and the laws which 

pertain to the night of Pesah. 



Women are also obligated in this mitzvah. They should therefore recite and participate 

during the entire Maggid portion. At the very least, they should recite from the passage 

which explains the 'רֹור ה, ּומָּ ַסח, ַמצָּ  until the end of Maggid. It is also preferable for them ,'פֶּ

to be present when the Ten Plagues are enumerated, to hear about the miracles which 

occurred. 

At the conclusion of Maggid, the second cup of wine is drunk while reclining toward left. 

Each participant drinks a rebi’it (three ounces), or at least the majority of a rebi’it (1.6 

ounces).        

  

Wash hands with a blessing prior to eating matzah, just as one does for bread. 

 -  

The blessing of Hamotzi is recited, followed by the blessing upon the mitzvah of matzah, 
and the matzah is eaten. (When reciting the blessings, have in mind the matzah that will 
be eaten in the Korech sandwich as well.)   

The procedure is as follows: The leader lifts all three matzot (with the broken piece 
between the two which are still whole) and recites the blessing of Hamotzi on behalf of all 
present. He then places the lower matzah on the table, and recites the blessing of  על"
 on behalf of all present while holding only the broken matzah and the top אכילת מצה"
matzah. 

The leader then breaks off one kazayit (1 ounce) from each of the two matzot for his own 
use. He first eats a small amount, and then distributes a piece of each of the two matzot 
to each participant. All present now eat a kazayit of matzah while reclining toward left. 

 

Maror is dipped into haroset and then lightly shaken off, and the blessing of "על אכילת מרור" 
is recited. (Have in mind the maror which will be eaten in the Korech sandwich as well.) All 
present eat a kazayit (1 ounce) of maror without reclining. 

  

The leader takes the bottom matzah and places a kazayit (1 ounce) of maror in it to create 
a sandwich. Each participant takes a kazayit of matzah and of maror and does the same, 
and recites "...זכר למקדש". It is dipped into the haroset, and eaten while reclining toward 
left. 

 



-  

The Yom Tob meal is now eaten (it is customary to eat the egg and the shankbone at this 

point). 

 

After the meal, the broken matzah which had been put aside for the Afikomin is divided 

among the participants. The leader takes a kazayit (1 ounce), and each participant takes a 

piece of the matzah and combines it with other matzah to total a kazayit. Some are 

particular to eat two kazetim. The Afikomin is eaten while reclining toward left. Prior to 

eating the Afikomin, say:  

The Afikomin should be eaten before Hatzot - 12:57. After eating the Afikomin, one may 

not eat or drink anything aside from the third and fourth cups of wine, with the exception 

of water and the like. 

 

Birkat Hamazon is recited over the third cup of wine. After Birkat Hamazon is completed, 

say the blessing of "בורא פרי הגפן", and all present drink a rebi’it (3 ounces) of wine, or at 

least the majority of a rebi’it (1.6 ounces), while reclining toward left. 

 

The Fourth Cup of Wine is now poured, and Hallel is recited with great joy and enthusiasm. 

At the conclusion of the Hallel section of the Haggadah, all present drink a rebi’it (3 ounces) 

of wine, or at least the majority of a rebi’it (1.6 ounces), while reclining toward left, and 

  .is recited "על הגפן"

Note: Only recite "על הגפן" if you drank 3 ounces for either the third or fourth cup.  

 

Our proper performance of the Seder is accepted. May we merit to celebrate it next year 

in Jerusalem! 

 

▪ ▪ ▪  



Thursday 

Thursday Morning 

Shaharit: Insert Mizmor of Pesah (Tehillim 107) in Zemirot / Recite the Amidah of Shalosh 

Regalim, followed by the complete Hallel (with beracha).  

Important: We begin saying "מוריד הטל"  in Musaf. 

Prior to Musaf, one should recite the Tikun Hatal, which is found in all mahazorim and in many siddurim. 

Musaf: Recite the Musaf of Shalosh Regalim 

Kiddush: Recite the Daytime Kiddush of Shalosh Regalim 

Note: Don’t forget to say "יעלה ויבא" (and additional "הרחמן") in Birkat Hamazon throughout Pesah. 

 

Thursday Afternoon 

Preparation for second night meal may not begin before nightfall – 8:09 

Minha should be recited before sunset - 7:29 

 

▪ ▪ ▪ 

 

  



Second Day of Pesah 

Thursday Night 

Arbit: This is the same as the Arbit of the first night, including the complete Hallel (with 

beracha). 

Important: Begin counting the Omer in Arbit. (It should be counted after nightfall - 8:09.) 

Note: When one is not praying with a minyan, it can be very difficult to remember to count the Omer each 

night. Although during the weekdays we may receive reminders, it is important to prepare a reminder of our 

own for the Yom Tob and Shabbat evenings.  

Candle lighting: The Candle lighting for the second night of Pesah should be done after 

nightfall – 8:09. Recite the blessing of candle lighting for Yom Tob.   

The Seder: See instructions for the Wednesday night Seder. The beracha of "שהחיינו" is 

again said in Kiddush, just as on the first night. 

 

Friday Morning 

Shaharit: Same as first day 

Count Omer after Shaharit without a beracha 

Musaf: Same as first day 

Kiddush: Same as first day 

 

Friday Afternoon 

Note: The Erub Tabshilin which was done on Ereb Pesah allows one to cook on Friday for 

the Shabbat meals. (Of course, one may not cook on Shabbat itself.) 

Candle lighting for Friday night is at 7:12. (It may not be done after sunset - 7:30). Recite 

the blessing of candle lighting for Shabbat.  

Minha should be recited before sunset - 7:30 

▪ ▪ ▪ 

 

  



Shabbat Hol Hamoed 

Friday Night 

Kabalat Shabbat: Omit Bameh Madlikin; recite the Mizmor of Pesah (Tehillim 107). 

Arbit: Recite the Arbit of Shabbat Hol Hamoed (this is the standard Arbit of Shabbat, with 

 .(inserted in the Amidah "יעלה ויבא"

Note: Hallel is only recited on the first two nights of Pesah. On all ensuing nights, it is not recited.  

Omer should be counted after nightfall - 8:10 

Kiddush: Recite the standard Friday night Kiddush 

Shabbat Day 

Shaharit: Recite the standard Shaharit of Shabbat (with the mizmor of Pesah – Tehillim 107 

- inserted in Zemirot), followed by the incomplete Hallel (without the beracha). 

Musaf: Recite the Musaf of Hol Hamoed; mention Shabbat where indicated in the siddur. 

(In some siddurim and mahazorim, Musaf of Hol Hamoed is printed with Musaf of Yom 

Tob, with slight variations indicated. In other mahazorim, Musaf of Shabbat Hol Hamoed is 

printed separately.)    

Minha: Recite the Minha of Shabbat Hol Hamoed. 

Seudah Shelisheet must begin before sunset - 7:31 

Arbit: Recite the Arbit of Motza’eh Shabbat Hol Hamoed (this is the standard Arbit of 

Motza’eh Shabbat; include "יעלה ויבא" in the Amidah, and omit "שובה" and "יושב בסתר").  

Begin saying "ברכנו" in the Amidah on Motzaeh Shabbat 

Omer should be counted after nightfall – 8:11 

Shabbat ends - 8:11 

Habdallah: Recite the Habdallah of Motza’eh Shabbat (including besamim and ha’esh) 

▪ ▪ ▪  



Hol Hamoed Pesah 

Sunday - Tuesday 

Note: Tefillin are not worn throughout Hol Hamoed  

Shaharit: Recite the weekday Shaharit with "יעלה ויבא"  in the Amidah, followed by the 

incomplete Hallel (without the beracha).  

Musaf: Recite the Musaf of Hol Hamoed    

Remember to say "ברכנו" ,"מוריד הטל", and "יעלה ויבא" in every Amidah throughout the remainder of the 

holiday. 

Minha and Arbit are the same as any other weekday, with "יעלה ויבא" in the Amidah, and 

add the Mizmor for Pesah before Arbit. 

Remember to count Omer every night. 

 

▪ ▪ ▪ 

  



Second Half of Pesah  

Tuesday Afternoon 

Candle lighting - 7:16 

Recite the beracha of candle lighting for Yom Tob.  

Minha should be recited before sunset - 7:34 

 

Seventh Day of Pesah - Shebi’i Shel Pesah  

Tuesday Night 

Arbit: Recite the Arbit of Shalosh Regalim. This is the same Arbit as was said on the first 

two days of Pesah, except that Hallel is not recited.  

Kiddush: Recite the Kiddush of Shalosh Regalim. This is the same Kiddush as was said on 

the first two nights of Pesah, except that the blessing of "שהחינו" is not recited.  

Wednesday Morning  

It is customary to recite the reading for Shebi’i Shel Pesah prior to Shaharit. It is also 

customary to sing "אז ישיר" in the prayers in commemoration of the Splitting of the Sea, 

which occurred on the seventh day of Pesah.   

Shaharit and Musaf: Recite the same Shaharit and Musaf as the first two days of Pesah, 

except that the incomplete Hallel is recited (without a beracha) instead of the complete 

Hallel.  

Wednesday Afternoon 

Preparation for the Wednesday night meal may not begin before nightfall – 8:15 

Minha should be recited by sunset - 7:35 

 



Eighth Day of Pesah 

Wednesday Night  

Arbit: Recite the Arbit of Shalosh Regalim  

Candle Lighting should be done after nightfall - 8:15 

Recite the beracha of candle lighting for Yom Tob.  

 

Thursday  

Shaharit and Musaf: Same as above 

Minha should be recited by 7:36 

Arbit: Recite the Arbit of Motzaeh Yom Tob 

Holiday ends at 8:16 

Habdallah: Recite the Habdallah of Motzaeh Yom Tob (without besamim or ha’esh) 

 

 


